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BOSTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1946. 


To  : — The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Boston  Rural  District 

Council. 

Mr  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  report  for  the  year  1946. 

The  health  of  the  district  has  been  on  the  whole  very  good,  taking 
into  account  the  conditions  under  which  we  are  now  living.  The  Birth 
Rate  has  kept  up,  and  the  Death  Rate  is  very  satisfactory. 

Infectious  cases  notified  are  much  about  the  usual,  chicken  pox 
being  prevalent  and  the  numbers  of  scarlet  fever  cases  being  com- 
parable with  previous  years.  The  treatment  of  scabies  has  proved 
very  successful,  151  cases  being  notified,  the  great  majority  of  which 
were  successfully  treated  at  the  Health  Centre.  Very  few  cases 
required  more  than  one  treatment. 

Housing  and  sewage  disposal  are  both  very  well  to  the  forefront 
and  the  Council  is  to  be  congratulated  on  its  forward  policy  in 
providing  more  houses  and  in  the  disposal  of  sewage,  particularly 
in  the  urbanised  areas.  The  housing  survey  so  far  carried  out  has 
proved  the  great  need  for  the  repair  of  old  houses  and  the  provision 
of  new  ones.  It  has  also  proved  the  need  for  more  efficient  sewage 
disposal,  particularly  in  the  more  populated  districts. 

The  undertaking  by  the  Council  of  cleaning  out  cesspools  has 
been  a great  boon  to  the  community.  The  country  being  uniformly 
flat,  at  times  the  level  of  the  sub-soil  water  is  very  high  and  it  is  with 
difficulty  that  cesspools  can  be  kept  functioning.  Hence  the  great 
advantage  of  the  Council’s  scheme. 

Public  Health  matters  are  at  present  very  much  in  the  melting  pot 
and  it  is  difficult  to  see  what  another  year  may  bring  forth.  What- 
ever may  be  the  outcome  of  the  new  National  Health  Service  Act, 
the  Council  can  confidently  look  forward  to  further  progress  in 
providing  the  amenities  necessary  for  a happy  and  contented  popula- 
tion, particularly  as  far  as  agricultural  workers  are  concerned. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  all  my  fellow  officials  for  their  help  and 
co-operation  during  the  year. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.  ROBERTSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres)  

83,930 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to  the  Rate 

Book  

5,484 

Rateable  Value  

£48,446 

Sum  represented  bv  a Penny  Rate  

£193 

Population  

20,170 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

No  change  has  occurred  i 

in  the  social  conditions  of 

the  District 

during  the  year. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL 

STATISTICS 

OF  THE  YEAR. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Live  Births,  Legitimate 

376 

194 

182 

Illegitimate 

22 

15 

7 

Stillbirths,  Legitimate 

9 

4 

5 

Illegitimate 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths 

213 

122 

91 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  

19.73 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  population  

10.56 

Of  the  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  District  during 
1946,  the  following  were  in  respect  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  : 
Legitimate  Males  : 14  Females  : 4 Total  : 18 

Illegitimate  Males  : 1 Females  : Nil  Total  : 1 

15  4 19 


The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  registered  live  births  was 


therefore  47.74. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  • Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 2 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 35 

Maternal  Deaths  : 

Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil 

Other  1 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  RATE  ; per  1,000  (live 
and  still)  births  2.4 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

The  arrangements  operated  by  the  District  Nursing  Association 
and  the  Holland  County  Council  continued  to  function  during  the 
year. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  AND  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 
SERVICES. 

These  services  continue  to  be  administered  by  the  Holland  County 
Council. 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS. 

Treatment  Centres  and  clinics  in  respect  of  Venereal  Diseases, 
Tuberculosis,  dental  and  orthopaedic  cases  continue  to  be  provided 
by  the  Holland  County  Council. 

The  Cleansing  Station  continues  to  function  at  the  Health  Centre, 
and  details  of  cases  of  scabies  dealt  with  will  be  found  in  Section  F. 

LABORATORY  SERVICE. 

This  is  provided  by  the  Holland  County  Council,  and  during  the 
year  the  following  specimens  were  examined  on  behalf  of  this 


Authority  : — 

Throat  swabs  32 

Nasal  swabs  1 

Blood  6 

Faeces  3 

Water  2 


SUPPLY  OF  INSULIN  TO  DIABETICS. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
and  circular  2734  (1943)  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  Council  con- 
tinues to  supply  Insulin  free  of  charge  to  poor  persons  in  the  Rural 
District  suffering  from  Diabetes.  Cases  are  dealt  with  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  private  doctor,  who  refers  them  to  the  Public  Health 
Department.  During  1946,  one  case  has  been  provided  with  a regular 
supply  of  insulin. 
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SECTION  C. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


Length  of  water  mains  laid  during  year  1 ,370  yds. 

Total  length  of  mains  in  use  during  year 350  miles 

Consumption  of  water  for  1946  106,500,000  galls. 

Average  per  day  291,788.2  ,, 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  on  Main  4,192 

No.  of  Population  served  17,144 

No.  direct  to  houses  4,182 

No.  by  means  of  stand  pipes  10 


SAMPLES  OF  PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Twenty-five  samples  were  taken  from  the  Public  Supply  in 
different  parishes  at  regular  intervals  during  the  year  for  analysis. 
The  result  in  every  case  proved  the  water  to  be  satisfactory.  The 
samples  taken  were  as  follows  : — 


Full  bacteriological  7 

Modified  bacteriological  16 

Chemical  2 


WATER  (other  than  Main  Supply). 

No.  of  samples  taken  from  Wells  or  Rainwater  Cisterns  2 
No.  found  upon  analysis  to  be  unfit 2 


SECTION  D. 


HOUSING  AND  SANITATION,  ETC. 

No.  of  new  houses  erected  during  1946  other  than  by 


Local  Authority  17 

No.  erected  by  the  Local  Authority 12 

No.  of  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  unfit  for  human 

occupation  8 

No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  Undertaking  was 
signed  to  render  the  premises  fit  for  habitation Nil 
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No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  Undertaking  was 
signed  that  the  premises  would  not  be  relet  but  would 

be  used  for  agricultural  store  purposes  2 

No.  of  houses  found  to  be  unfit  and  upon  which  a Demo- 
lition Order  was  made  2 


Repairs  to  houses  have  been  considerably  handicapped,  the 
Owners  and  agents  of  property  who  are  willing  to  undertake  the  work 
being  unable  to  find  a tradesman  to  carry  out  the  repairs,  except  after 
many  months  of  the  order  being  placed.  Notwithstanding  this  incon- 
venience, repairs  have  been  carried  out,  particularly  those  requiring 
urgent  attention. 

RURAL  HOUSING  SURVEY. 

A survey  of  the  houses  in  the  district  below  a rateable  value  of 
£17,  was  commenced  during  the  year,  and  is  still  progressing.  The 
survey,  which  is  a rather  comprehensive  one,  enables  each  house  to 


be  placed  in  a category  and  is  as  follows  : — 

Category  1. — Houses  satisfactory  in  all  respects 25 

Category  2. — Houses  having  minor  defects  only  251 

Category  3. — Houses  requiring  major  repairs,  recon- 
ditioning   194 

Category  5. — Houses  unfit  74 

Total  houses  surveyed  544 


No  house  has  been  placed  in  Category  4 owing  to  the  inoperation 
of  grants  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act,  but  this  can  be 
done  at  a later  date  if  such  legislation  be  forthcoming. 

During  the  survey  a small  number  of  overcrowding  cases  were 
found,  and  about  5%  of  the  houses  with  two  families  living  together 
owing  to  the  housing  shortage.  In  most  cases  these  families  were 
relations. 

During  the  course  of  the  survey  the  following  sanitary  circum- 


stances were  noted  : — 

No.  of  houses  with  vault  lavatories 44.9% 

No.  of  houses  with  pail  lavatories  47.9% 

No.  of  houses  with  flush  W.C’s 7.2% 

No.  of  houses  without  baths  86.3% 

No.  of  houses  without  internal  sinks 41.3% 

No.  of  houses  without  main  water  suply 3.6% 

No.  of  houses  without  drainage 24.0% 


THE  DEFENCE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS  1939. 

Three  licences  were  issued  enabling  the  Owners  of  3 houses 
(which  in  each  case  has  a Demolition  Order  in  force)  to  temporarily 
use  the  premises  for  occupation  of  persons  engaged  on  agricultural 
work. 
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BUILDING  LICENCES. 


All  applications  dealing  with  the  repair  of  existing  houses  have 
been  dealt  with  by  the  Health  Department,  and  during  the  year  180 
premises  were  visited  for  this  purpose  and  an  appropriate  certificate 
of  essentiality  or  otherwise  was  issued  in  each  case. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

1.  House  Scavenging  and  Pail  Emptying.  The  use  of  the  new 
refuse  collecting  vehicle  has  been  found  to  be  economical  in  use  and 
superior  to  the  old  method  of  working. 

The  amount  of  household  refuse  collected  is  on  the  increase  and 
is  due,  to  my  mind,  to  the  inferior  quality  of  coal  now  being  burnt, 
most  of  it  being  of  the  open  cast  variety  which  gives  a large  per- 
centage of  dust  and  unburnable  material. 

The  abolition  of  a number  of  vaults  and  conversion  to  the  pail 
system  has  given  additional  work  to  the  department  and  also  the 
scavenging  area  has  been  slightly  extended  to  bring  in  additional 
premises,  even  so  the  frequency  of  collection  has  been  maintained 
throughout  the  year. 

Labour  for  the  most  part  has  been  difficult,  and  there  has  been 
a number  of  changes  of  men  engaged  for  this  work.  This  is  chiefly 
because  of  the'  work  of  pail  emptying  which  few  men  will  stick  for 
any  length  of  time  even  though  the  Council  pay  good  wages. 

With  the  transferring  of  the  Salvage  Service  to  the  House 
Scavenging  side  in  September,  additional  work  was  given  to  the 
Department  and  during  the  winter  months  great  difficulty  was 
experienced  in  maintaining  our  former  frequency  of  collection. 

During  the  year  25  new  sanitary  pails  and  30  new  sanitary  ash- 
bins  have  been  provided  by  Owners  as  a result  of  informal  or  statutory 
action  by  the  department. 


The  Scavenging  is  undertaken  in  the  urban  parts  of  the  following 
parishes  : — 


Parish. 

No.  of  houses  in  area. 

No.  of  pails. 

Fishtoft. 

406 

52. 

Kirton. 

396. 

192. 

Wyberton. 

383. 

156. 

During  the  year  the  Council  abolished  Special  Rates  and  in  conse- 
quence considered  Household  Scavenging  for  the  whole  of  the  area. 
At  a special  meeting  this  was  agreed  to  and  it  was  decided  to  put  such 
a scheme  into  operation  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  This  scheme 
will  mean  the  purchasing  of  4 new  refuse  collecting  vehicles  together 
with  detachable  tanks  for  the  collection  of  contents  from  sanitary 
pails,  at  an  approximate  cost  equivalent  to  a 2/4|-d.  rate. 
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Disposal  of  refuse  has  been  carried  out  by  the  tipping  method  and 
frequent  attention  has  had  to  be  given  to  prevent  any  nuisance  arising. 
With  the  advent  of  the  new  scheme  one  man  will  have  to  be  employed 
almost  full  time  on  this  work  alone. 

2.  Cesspool  Emptying.  A scheme  for  the  emptying  of  cesspools 
was  embarked  upon  early  in  the  year.  A new  cesspool  emptying 
vehicle  was  purchased  for  this  purpose  and  the  service  given  to 
householders  is  the  emptying  of  cesspools  once  every  12  months,  on 
demand. 

The  service  has  proved  itself  to  be  a blessing  indeed  to  house- 
holders and  the  Council  has  received  numerous  thanks  from  house- 
holders who  in  the  past  have  had  great  difficulty  in  getting  the 
required  service  from  local  contractors. 

The  work  was  carried  out  speedily  and  with  the  minimum  of 
objectionable  odour  owing  to  the  use  of  Sodium  Hypochlorite  whilst 
pumping,  and  during  the  year  780  cesspools  received  service  under 
the  scheme.  Of  these  473  were  on  the  south  side  of  the  district  and 
307  on  the  north  side.  This  amounted  to  approximately  688  loads 
to  be  disposed  of,  whilst  the  effluent  pumped  being  approximately 
550,400  gallons. 

If  a more  frequent  service  is  desired  by  householders  a charge  is 
made  and  during  the  year  a revenue  of  £135  was  brought  in  by  this 
and  other  private  means  such  as  the  emptying  of  rainwater  cisterns, 
roadside  gullies  and  the  pumping  out  of  polluted  roadside  dykes. 

A prompt  service  was  given  to  all  applications  with  the  exception 
of  the  early  spring  when  the  demand  for  the  use  of  the  vehicle  was 
very  heavy  and  in  consequence  some  delay  was  caused. 


SALVAGE. 

For  the  purpose  of  collecting  Salvage,  a Salvage  Department 
run  by  the  Health  Department,  was  set  up  in  July,  1940,  and  in 
June,  1941,  the  W.V.S.  took  over  the  task  of  improving  salvage 
collection  throughout  the  district.  A lorry  was  purchased  by  the 
Council  in  September,  1941,  for  this  work.  In  April,  1942,  a further 
lorry  was  purchased  and  in  March,  1943,  a kerbside  collection  was 
commenced,  covering  about  95%  of  the  district. 

In  April,  1944,  one  of  the  lorries  was  loaned  to  the  Scavenging 
Department. 

In  January,  1945,  as  the  Salvage  lorry  needed  a complete  over- 
haul, a further  lorry  was  purchased  to  take  its  place. 

In  September,  1946,  the  house  to  house  collection  was  dropped 
and  the  collection  of  salvage  was  passed  to  the  Scavenging  Depart- 
ment. 
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The  weight  of  salvage  collected  and  sold  from  July, 
September,  1946,  was  as  follows  : — 

Paper  

Textiles  

Bones  

Rubber  

Glass  ' 

Black  Scrap  

Tin  Cans  

Aluminium  

Brass  

Lead  

Batteries  


1940,  to 

Tons. 

552£ 

179| 

45J 

41 

17 

218 

151£ 

1 

2 

3 

4 

H 

35 


A total  weight  of  1,243  tons. 

Measures  were  taken  to  prevent  the  Salvage  collection  becoming 
a skeleton  Scavenging  scheme,  and  while  it  minimised  the  collection 
of  refuse  it  was  not  wholly  successful.  After  sorting  at  the  depot, 
very  many  tons  of  rubbish,  including  tin  cans  which  were  still  collected 
when  there  was  no  sale  for  them,  had  to  be  reloaded  and  removed 
to  various  dumps. 

The  Salvage  drives  held  in  the  County  of  Lincolnshire  were  suc- 
cessful, so  far  as  this  district  was  concerned,  as  shown  in  the  folowing 
table. 


Date. 

Drive. 

Result. 

October,  1941. 

National  Paper  Drive. 

27  tons  of  paper. 

January,  1942. 

Lines.  Paper  Drive. 

15£  tons  of  paper.. 

July,  1943 

Lines.  Book  Drive. 

48,275  Books  (target 
40,000). 

May,  1944. 

Lines.  General  Drive. 

18  tons  of  paper,  etc. 

April,  1945. 

Lines.  Book  Drive. 

40,832  Books  (target 
40,000). 

Expenditure  and  Income. 

Including  the  cost  and  the  subsequent  sale  of  the  three  lorries,  the 
expenditure  and  income  from  July,  1940,  to  September,  1946,  was 


as  follows  : — 

Expenditure  £7,649 

Income  £7,005 


£644 


The  loss  spread  over  the  period  referred  to,  amounted  annually 
to  approximately  £d.  rate.  If  the  salvage  scheme  had  not  developed 
into  a “ glorified  ” scavenging  scheme,  it  is  safe  to  assume  that 
Salvage  would  have  paid  its  own  way. 
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The  final  period  from  1st  April  to  August  31st,  1946,  showed  a 
profit  of  £322,  which  of  course  includes  the  realisation  of  the  sale  of 
the  last  lorry  used  on  Salvage  collection,  viz.  £275. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Inspections  have  been  made  in  connection  with  the  above  and 
all  complaints  received  have  had  attention. 


Factories  with  mechanical  power  14 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  10 

List  of  workshops  143 


HOME  WORK. 

So  far  as  can  be  ascertained  no  outwork  is  undertaken  in  the 
district. 

TENTS,  VANS  AND  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 


Number  licensed  10 

Inspections  20 

Nuisances  found  to  exist  8 

Nuisances  abated  8 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ORDER  1919. 
INFESTATION  ORDER  1943. 

No.  of  inspections  carried  out  1365 

Total  number  of  rat  infested  areas  cleared 104 

Major  infestations  dealt  with  by  R.D.C 17 

Major  infestations  dealt  with  by  occupier  1 

Number  of  dwellings  cleared  free 23 


INSECT  INFESTATION. 

A number  of  premises  were  cleared  of  infestation  by  insects, 
mainly  fleas,  during  the  year.  These  were  in  no  way  abnormal  and 
the  number  of  houses  dealt  with  for  bug  infestation  was  very  small. 

One  of  the  Council’s  refuse  tips  was  found  to  be  heavily  infested 
with  crickets.  Fortunately  there  were  few  houses  in  close  proximity, 
and  after  treatment  of  the  tip,  which  was  carried  out  at  fortnightly 
intervals  by  liquid  and  powder  methods,  the  infestation  was  cleared. 
Very  few  crickets  gained  access  to  dwelling  houses,  but  where  this 
happened,  the  householders  were  provided  with  D.D.T.  powder  by 
the  department. 


DRAINAGE. 

No.  of  new  drains  examined  102 

No.  of  visits  for  that  purpose 290 

No.  of  tests  (smoke) Nil 

No.  of  tests  to  old  houses  (smoke) Nil 
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STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM  SPIRIT  AND  CARBIDE  OF 

CALCIUM. 


Register  of  Petroleum  Licences  (December  1946). 


500 

or 

Gallons 

less. 

Over  500  Gallons 
but  not  more 
than  1 .000  Galls. 

Over  1 

,000  galls. 

Total 

licences  issued. 

To 

retail. 

To  retail. 

To 

retail. 

Yes. 

No. 

Yes.  No. 

Yes. 

No. 

1 1 

76 

8 9 

4 

2 

1 10 

Register  of  Carbide  of  Calcium  Licences  (December,  1946). 


Under  8J  cvvts. 

8i 

cuts. 

Over 

8f  cwts. 

Total 

licences  issued. 

. To  retail. 

To 

retail. 

To 

retail. 

Yes.  No. 

Yes. 

No. 

Yes. 

No. 

— 3 

— 

5 

— 

— 
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SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  1936  and  1938. 

A licence  to  use  the  Special  Designation  “ Pasteurised  ” in 
relation  to  milk  treated  by  the  pasteurising  process  was  granted  by  the 
Council  during  the  year. 

The  following  Supplementary  Licences  were  issued  during  the 
year  : — 

Two  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special  Designation  “ Pasteur- 
ised ”. 

Fifteen  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  taken  during  the  year 
and  in  12  cases  the  result  proved  satisfactory.  The  three  cases  which 
failed  to  past  the  test  were  subjected  to  further  investigation  and 
improvements  were  affected. 
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COWSHEDS,  DAIRIES  AND  MILKSHOPS. 


No.  of  Cowkeepers  on  Register  218 

No.  of  Retail  Purveyors  : — 

Premises  in  District 9 

Premises  outside  District 7 


— 16 

Eighteen  samples  of  raw  milk  were  taken,  either  at  the  place 
of  production  or  during  the  course  of  delivery.  The  following 
bacteriological  results  were  obtained:  — 

8 samples  of  very  good  keeping  quality. 

2 samples  of  good  keeping  quality. 

5 samples  of  fair  keeping  quality. 

3 samples  of  poor  keeping  quality. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Food  condemned  during  the  year  included  the  following  : — 


Meat  46  lbs. 

Dates  202  lbs. 

Cake  32  lbs. 

Fish  91  lbs. 

Sultanas  6 lbs. 

Tea  , 7 1 lbs. 

Tins  of  meat  8 

Tins  of  fish  4 

Tins  of  peas  and  beans  2 

‘Tins  of  milk  35 

Tins  of  jam  13 


REGISTRATION  OF  PRESERVED  FOOD  PREMISES. 


No.  of  premises  on  register  for  the  preparation  of  pre- 
served foods  32 

No.  of  premises  on  register  for  the  manufacture  or  sale  of 
Ice-cream  8 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 


In  January,  1946. 

In  December,  1946. 

Licensed  

3 

2 

SLAUGHTERMEN. 

Number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  on  Register,  December, 
1946  


60 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Licensed  Premises  (Knackers  Yard) 

BAKEHOUSES. 


No.  on  Register 21 

No.  of  Inspections  19 

Contraventions  of  Regulations  7 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Visits  and  Disinfections  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  145 


SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


The  following  infectious  diseases  were  notified  during  the  year. 
All  the  figures  included  refer  to  civilians  only,  and  are  corrected 
figures  : — 

Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year  1946. 


Disease. 

Cases 

Notified. 

Confirmed 

Cases. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Chickenpox  

195 

195 

Nil 

Diphtheria  

3 

3 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  

56 

56 

12 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  

i 

i 

1 

Pneumonia  

1 1 

1 1 

Nil 

Erysipelas  

4 

4 

Nil 

Measles  

10 

10 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  

16 

16 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

1 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  

2 

2 

Nil 

Scabies  

151 

151 

Nil 

Food'  Poisoning  

10 

10 

Nil 

With  the  exception  of  the  following  three  diseases,  the  incidence 
of  notifiable  diseases  is  approximately  comparable  with  the  previous 
year  : — 
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1945  1946 

Measles  593  10 

Whooping  cough  127  16 

Chicken  pox  99  195 

The  majority  of  the  cases  of  Chicken  Pox  were  notified  during 
the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Cases  notified  within  the  Rural  District  come  under  the  control 
of  the  Holland  County  Council  and  all  examinations  are  carried  out 
at  the  Holland  Sanatorium,  London  Road,  Boston. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  action  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  new  cases  notified  and  deaths 
occurring  during  the  year  : — 


New 

cases 

Deaths 

Age  Groups 

Respiratory 

■ Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F- 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F- 

0—1 

1-5 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

5-15 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

15-25 

4 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35 

5 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—45 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—55 
55—65 
Over  65 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— ~ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . . 

12 

9 

4 

1 

— 

1 

3 

— 

TREATMENT  OF  SCABIES. 

The  Cleansing  and  Treatment  Centre  has  continued  to  be  of 
immense  value  in  dealing  with  cases  of  this  disease.  Very  gratifying 
results  have  been  obtained  chiefly  because  immediately  upon  receipt 
of  a notification,  every  effort  has  been  made  to  treat  every  member 


of  the  household  concerned. 

Total  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year 151 

Total  number  of  cases  treated  at  the  Cleansing 
Centre  : — 

Children  of  School  age  76 

All  persons  not  of  School  age 37 


Total  113 
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IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 


During  1946,  328  children  in  the  Rural  District  completed  a course 
of  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  under  arrangements  made  by  the 
Holland  County  Council  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  School 
Medical  Services. 

Children  under  5 years  of  age  : — 

Of  1,760  children  in  the  District  of  this  age  group,  1,062  (i.e., 
60.3%)  have  been  immunised. 

Children  between  5 and  15  years  of  age  : — 

Of  3,430  children  in  the  District  of  this  age  group,  3,244  (i.e., 
94.6%)  have  been  immunised. 

Totals,  all  children  under  15  years  of  age  : — 

4,306  children  out  of  a total  of  5,190  under  the  age  of  15 
years  (i.e.  82.8%)  have  received  the  benefit  of  this  service 
in  the  Rural  District. 
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